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Title: Asian's Response to Imperialism: A Comparative Analysis
of Dr Sun Yat Sen's and Dr Mahathir Mohamad's Anti-Imperialism
Discourses

Abstract: Since the 19th centuries, Western imperialism has inflicted
tremendous upheaval to the countries in Asia. Through colonization,
invasion, oppression and exploitation, the West has usurped the Asian
countries economic and political power. They even reconfigured
the boundaries and social composition of the Asian countries.
Although Western ideas and system as well as modern technologies
and products were introduced and helped the modernization of
the regions, imperialism has also caused an awakening of the Asian
people, to rise and oppose white and Western supremacy. From the
early to mid 20th century, a wave of national independence and
anti-imperialism movements swept across the Asian regions. Using
this sentiment as a rallying point, some prominent Asian political
leaders began to formulate anti-imperialism discourses to rationalize
their developmental and policies program. These formulations often
incorporate distinct local cultural ideas and vales.

This article is a comparative analysis of the founding father of
modern China, Dr Sun Yat Sen's and longest served Malaysian prime
minister, Dr Mahathir bin Mohamad's, discourse on anti-imperialism
and their corresponding program for nation-building. The aim is
to decipher the two leaders' contribution to a distinctly Asian way
of national development. This research found that Dr Sun Yat Sen
and Mahathir Mohamad are strong advocates of nationalism, with
anti-imperialism being a key factor in the shaping of their political
ideology. Both leaders firmly believe that Western imperialism is the
major external threat to their respective countries, for that reason
their emphasis on national developments were steered towards
non-Western models and values. For example, Dr Sun champion for
the reaffirmation of Chinese traditional heritages while Dr Mahathir
focuses on elevating the Malay culture and the Islamic ideas.
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However, Dr Sun ultimate aims to form a democracy where there is
equality regardless of ethnicity or religions. On contrary, throughout
this tenure as prime minister, Dr Mahathir used anti-imperialism as
an excuse to consolidate his authoritarian rule. This article also found
that in terms of national integration, Dr Sun's policy is to assimilate
all the ethnic groups into a single nation. Dr Mahathir however
prefers to adopt a moderate integration through power sharing and
cooperation among ethnic groups under the supervision of Malay
supremacy and Islamic hegemony. Thus far, differences between the
two statesmen'’s ideas have contributed to two divergent paths of
national integration, with huge impact on their respective countries.

Keywords: Sun Yat Sen; Mahathir Mohamad; imperialism

Author: Dr Chin Chong Foh, Assistant Professor, head of Department
of Chinese Studies, Institute of Chinese Studies and head of
Contemporary China Studies Unit, University of Tunku Abdul Rahman
(UTAR). Major areas of research: political science, Dr Sun Yat Sen's and
Modern China political thought, Malaysian Chinese studies, Malaysian
ethnic studies, Malaysian Islamic studies, and cross cultural studies.
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WIRL, PRSI A [ P44 4 o 38 B [ 32 SRR 2
2o, EERLBIEZEE, SREWITEEABA AGEH SRl
Z Ao AL IRIAE HRKE P 5 BOA BARIN BT TR o 1 T ok P I [
TERBOA A, JF SRR m R T2 .

AT JeBUda B 32 SCRAS TR, e P44 T SV ) Pl 2 40
PN LA i e R A o ) 3 SRS B AR DG A I 10 22
8, PABARATAERR A E AR — b A, P e A
[l R R eid At , LA K T Bz i) BE AR 24 I 5 SR ) e v i i
Hrsi A .

— WEEX R

— e, w% E E X (imperialism ) Bt 28— E %K ok
— B AL E R AR R R, Y 3L E.M. Winslow
(1948) WyBLL, 75 B 3 U —Fh Oy R H 2955, A
il 29 WAL B R T B R e o 48 32
('militarism ) f4[7] 303, @ #E—E3k46, LA Barbara Bush (2006 )
Jire, I 32 ST ok i 2 X 7 R M X R 2, R R 9 T =X
Al AE DT, WBL . L HBAEWC, X R B sl A 0 4 Ok n DA gk
7, P WG EME DR E A KRR, AR
TR R ERO AT S E R, @

John A. Hobson (1902 ) 7& il i A 45 4% & (o B £ L. —
AHEGE ) o Ag 19 gl bk DR A9 A E 32 SR = 48 X Ah 4
T BB AR AR R AN N RS A, PRI e T AR R A R 32 X
( colonialism ) , {HRERUH 7 EAE 19 t20 Hp o Fr B 47 (4 1ol 4 401 +
ProkEoR, HAT a9 R SCE TSR], A, X e 4 I

@ Tain Mclean, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Politics, Oxford University Press,
1996, pp. 236-37.

@ E.M. Winslow, The Pattern of Imperialism: A Study in the Theories of Power, New
York: Octagon Book, 1972, p. 3.

® Barbara Bush, Imperialism and Postcolonialism, London: Pearson Education
Limited, 2006, p. 25.

@ Ibid., p. 30.
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Az onth, el PO E"  (protectorates ) 144 X,
B LA E SR A0y R M LRI, AR Bk [ 24 5 i A R Hb
HVR, Xl b Y L X 22 8 TR R SR e X, RS A
IR, MM A “FERKE”  (lower races) ¥, JEARES
FREE VS T SCH S ( Western civilized power ) QHEAAF] AT
RAMRGIA, KA 8435k 2 —Fi R L Wi g b 99
g, FrmER . WU, mAESERE ROy R, =L ER A
BB A NE B AR Tl SRR R K A R
& TR IETBOAMZT B IR AT TBOA ML 13
fii. ® Hobson Ay, cRilE B4 b4 AYY TRBOR, 323002 th S
FRFE, P KA =i 7 09 B0 Tolk ikl ( captains of
industry ) IrHE3l, AT ESE AN WRIF AT R T RKE I E
A4 b =z B A2 B XA 55 4+ (cut-throat competition ) , %ET
PP R A 02, T4 AR MRt A 45 Hl, B T o8 T 4035
MM R R REIRAN, U B TR TSRO T 3 DA A A AT
PR, XA R YRR, B B E E LT (new
imperialism ) . ©

[f] ¥, E.M. Winslow .45 i # 35 & % ( mercantilism ) i 3K F|
T RACEAET, A RE (4. Winslow TA R I SE i R AN
BIE AR R [ 0 44 SGA 2 DL AR 24 SOR RS, 4555 BT
A HBA A KRR 2200 ) W — U1 e BEE R I, IR AT REXT &
19 M LA ( to be exploited to the fullest extent ) Y 19t
D 1 ] A M =2 PR S il e v ) DG B 42, A i il 3k S R RS A 7
(19 Tolb BUH SR SN R RS 7 e © 1916 4E Y51 (1870-
1924 ) WA R E 3 ARG LT, MRTA £ Uk A

O 1473 7E & # £, John A. Hodson & DL #5 & 3K % A lower races iX /> % #
£, AR EBEREYHRATHIEIL, ERAEHTHFHE. L John A
Hodson, Imperialism, A Study, New York: James Pott and Co, 1902, in, http://
www.marxists.org/archive/hobson/1902/imperialism/ptichl.htm, | & [ ¥ H
B 201549 A 23 H,

Ibid.

Ibid.

Winslow, The Pattern of Imperialism: A Study in the Theories of Power, p. 15.

Ibid., p. 34.

©®® 0O
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A PRI A S AR ER . AbAS R A 3 SO i H i se e R Y
ZERIR B RAN I /M, TR SR P RS 1l Ak
BEARZ A 25 T T-Bok R R, BUEH AR A 25
DRI GEAR SR HIERE . I, 7 3 URIR R &5
MR VAR Z A = R A TR, B B s
FRREZBEET/ NI FEZEE) R, XS R RA R AR 5l
ENRIF AR, B—Fh 4, FiRMEARFE L (parasitic,
decaying capitalism ) , ® BXANHBEAEAS 3 SR L 7 K Y
wIGHr B ELL, AN TSNS, R E T s T
AL F RGBSR, © B AR TR AR R B 3 SR
Wt s2m T VF2 I E AR ZRERGE AR LA TR A
B @

BRI, WA VFZ 7 I\ gt [ 3 Sk 1 Ik T ACR
Bill Warren {5, 7 [ 3 UZ PHRON HAB E R AEREHA . ¢k, A
PRI 7=, SRSeAE e B R SR Tl A SO 2 T A 3
Wk T AR, ARTE T AU SO, 7R R GEIA N,
WAVFZ AR AL EE MRS+ “E#AHL”  (enthusiastically ) ¥
3 FE S SR TR IE SCH . © [RIEE, E.M. Winslow LA A 7g

@ VI Lenin, Imperialism: the Highest Stage of Capitalism, London: Junius
Publications Ltd, 1996, p. 101.

@ Ibid,, p. 104.

©® SAEEFERME, BAREEZHIFEERMU RFEEL" HH5
RECRE 5, EETEAAFRAE THEEXMR, ZIRWYRF
EECEREERG I T, A (Nicolai Bukharin) %3t 7 & XU{5 1€ Ff
AW, BREHRITEFITEX, RIFEXNWEERNE, CIEH
W wBEEX, RHKXAM, K%K 5+ Anthony Brewer, Marxist
Theories of Imperialism, London: Routledge, 1990, pp. 88-135.

@ FFHFEEHER, ARESLHERR, BREETLES ¥ ik
FHREFEHERFENARBIANER, RIFETFHNEHER
&, WMEHRFWERELETNAEW RS FNIHEER, EXAEXEX
RUBRBERLEMERE, HFRAHEZTHZROGHNR, BWELKRE
KRB, FHELWERFAE XTI EEFENLBAETHFEEZE
AWITEH, FHERNEFURZECQEZREH”, EERTHEAEZEX
HEFI TR B REKN B, A BT ADWIERE,

® Bill Warren, Imperialism: Pioneer of Capitalism, London: NLB, 1980, p. 136.

® Ibid,, p. 137.
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E.M. Winslow AR B EAR, T LASCHA AR A FIEF 25 (1) 51
FARINLAX Gy, ANEEEMTEEE, BN EN, 3%
Wk, IR R B MEFIE SABA T . © IR EAET
1899 4E3 4% 30557 MK (Rudyard Kipling ) $:Z2 L “H AR 7H”
(white man's burden ) JEAIVE T — 1 Rede A [ 3 SOk i
SCHT, N AEBUERT 5. © TR, RRINEFS R E 3
SGERBIAIERTEBEE FAZE EXT BRI ESE, IS T e
FAE RO SCHEE, XTI, Barbara Bush 35K E A0 {5 Mk 76 T4H
AR A BRI SC I A e A R sl SCHA P, PR At Ay R
WA E R E R SA T P IE TR AR MBI, @ ZLL, 3
= AT SRR ey ( Eurocentric ) AYTHEL, 1 BTiE A9 BTk
SR SO B P 7 TR I O HAR S s A, O YRR B
ZERR Pl DL AR B B AL SR I A A, JF R R 4
BRIz .

AR, 7 S SR aRA kAR A5 A 4 R o My ok
T RGN R, A E S G R RO IR R R, TR il
TR RAPIER . AU E TR F g, © AARE
F X G iR EGE 1 A AE R R R A S, 2R 1 A
FOAT B FE AR A AR N T R AR A AE4E , PN A.P. Thornton
JIFE, ANXEA I Rk I A 38 SR ] 1 R 3 S 0 St #1802 A2
REABWEM, SU8 THRIGYMN—5, 11T EaR,
ANBR R B, TR RS, BV ReFgE AP 55
e LA ROF S A g™, TRT, 20 THAEEE R B R RO

Winslow, The Pattern of Imperialism: A Study in the Theories of Power, p. 13.
Ibid., p. 7.

Ty A2 5] Bl 89 3 8 — BX: “To seek another's profit, and work another's
gain”

©® ® o

Barbara Bush, Imperialism and Postcolonialism, p. 27.
Ibid., p. 96.
Ibid., p. 37.

X Bt %k 7 & % 4 AP Thornton ¥ ¥ & T %, W A.P. Thornton,
Imperialism in the Twentieth Century, Minneapolis: University of Minnesota,

Q0@ e ®
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