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Abstract: Hui Muslims have since their beginning been encountering
the dilemma of maintaining their identity given the pressure of
acculturation from the main stream culture. To resolve this dilemma,
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Hui Muslims have developed the present folk education through a
process of continuous searching and exploration. This process goes
through a periodic cycle of 'Development-Decline-Development’ It
is currently in the period of decline. But how do we understand such
a periodic cycle? What is the inherent mechanism of this cycle, and
how do we improve the situation of Hui Muslim’s folk education?
This paper attempts to answer these questions by using the
anthropological theory of cultural inheritance and acculturation in
the context of ‘Great Tradition and Little Tradition; Islamic educational
ideology, and the perspective of civilization dialogue.
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