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Abstract: For those researching the relationship between China
and Southeast Asian countries, the declassified documents from the
archives of the PRC Foreign Affairs Ministry are undoubtedly of great
importance and value. Unfortunately, the international academia
has not given this adequate attention, and both Chinese and English
language scholars rarely refer to these declassified materials. One
of the reasons for this neglect is because scholars in general have
little knowledge of the Foreign Affairs Ministry archives, assuming
that the number of declassifications are small, of low significance,
and providing little insights into the diplomatic decision-making
process. In fact, the year 2004 to 2008, can be seen as the golden
era of openness of the Foreign Affairs Ministry archives, during
which time an unprecedented numbers of documents containing a
wealth of information, with high academic value, were declassified.
However, because access to the archives has become more restricted
in recent years, scholars who missed out during the golden era now
have difficulties examining these materials. Since the author had
the opportunity to study these Foreign Affairs Ministry's declassified
documents on China's interaction with the Southeast Asia Countries,
In this paper she will introduce the basic content of these materials as
pertaining to the relationship between China-Vietnam, China-Laos,
China-Indonesia, China-Malay (Malaysia) , China-Singapore and so on.
The author hopes that fellow researchers in the field will gain some
valuable information from this brief presentation.
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