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Abstract: Within Chinese folk temples, diverse deities originating
from different belief systems coexist, often being enshrined in the
same or different basilicas of a single temple. Despite attempts
by 'state’ or 'official' authorities to endorse a 'standardize' deity,
integrating them with other deities remains challenging due to their
disparate origins. The relationship between these 'standardized'
deities and local ones is shaped not by state approval, but by the
diverse interests, beliefs, and interactions of various practitioner
groups. This study examines the coexistence of the 'standardized'
Dayu and polytheistic beliefs within Beiwuli Dayu Temple. The unity
of the 'standardized' Dayu in the Dengfeng region contrasts with the
varied and complex interactions among practitioner groups, resulting
in the unique amalgamation of deities within the temple.
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