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Dialect Island in Tongcun, Zhejiang

Abstract: Dialects serve as crucial elements in shaping social
language identities, fostering social interaction, and enhancing
integration with communities. This survey focuses on examining
the use of dialects and language identity within Tongcun, a region
in Zhejiang province known for its Hokkien dialect, with the aim of
illustrating the current linguistic landscape, discussing the trajectory
of dialect evolution, and uncovering the underlying influential factors.
The study reveals that the Hokkien dialect remains prominently
prevalent in Tongcun. Moreover, the language identity among
villagers exhibits distinct geographical and historical variations on
a broader scale, while individual experiences contribute to nuanced
differences at a micro level.
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