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country, two systems," events such as the interference in the Tibet
Autonomous Region and the 1989 Tiananmen Square incident
had instilled significant anxiety in Hong Kong, triggering a wave of
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emigration. The impending handover fostered a unique sense of
identity among Hong Kong residents and influenced local writers
to produce works that explored themes of regional identity and
cultural nuances. Prominent among these was Li Bihua, an active
Hong Kong writer in the 1970s, who extensively reinterpreted classic
novels using themes of death and the supernatural to delve into
contemporary political, economic, and cultural contradictions in both
Hong Kong and mainland China. Her tragic narratives, reminiscent of
Lu Xun’s storytelling techniques and incorporating satire, resulted in
reimagined works such as Green Snake, Farewell My Concubine, and
The Yellow Woman’s Army, aligning more closely with the spirit of the
times. This study employs a method of mutual verification between
literature and history to examine the stylistic elements in Li Bihua’s
pre-1997 novels, aiming to uncover the underlying anxieties of the
Hong Kong populace prior to the 1997 handover.
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