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Abstract: This study aims to examine the changes in the ideology
of ‘male-female relationship’ since the 1920s. It shows the different
stages of the CCP's understanding, attitudes and policies towards
the question of opposite gender relationship, and explain how
political power regulates private sexual behavior. In general, the Party
adopted an open attitude during the earlier years. However, due to
Party's self-development, stricter disciplines were imposed on male-
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female relationship. Later, because of the construction of local regime
and periodic campaign of various kind, opposite gender relationship
became target of criticism. After the founding of the PRC, men and
women were recruited into large-scale production and construction
projects. At this time, even normal 'male-female relationship' also
came under criticism as a decaying form of bourgeois way of life.
During the Cultural Revolution, private life was subjected to greater
scrutiny, with issues concerning 'male-female relationship' becoming
magnified. At Post Cultural Revolution, these negative aspects of
ideology were gradually reversed, but it swung to the opposite
extreme. Today, we can see how this ideology is still being used as an
expedient pragmatic means.
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