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Abstract: One week before the tenth Malaysia general election,
China Premier Zhu Rongji visited Malaysia at the invitation of Prime
Minister Mahathir. Both leaders subsequently witnessed the signing
of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the reestablishment of
the “Bank of China” in Malaysia. In fact, for over seven years, the Bank
of China had worked to reopen business in Malaysia. A year earlier,
Mahathir had dismissed his Deputy Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim.
Anwar later led the Reformasi movement to topple Mahathir. This
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resulted in dividing the Malay community into the pro-Mahathir and
pro-Anwar camps. Apparently, Mahathir tried using the Malaysian
Chinese “motherland issue’, to draw Zhu's positive response as a
way to win the Chinese votes to offset the divided Malay’s support.
Mahathir’s strategy can be regarded as inviting a foreign power,
namely China, to intervene in domestic politics, thus undermining the
country sovereignty. This article adopted the "poliheuristic theory," a
two-stage decision-making model and found that Mahathir did not
sacrifice national interest in order to safeguard his regime power.
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