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Title: The South China Sea Issue in the Vietnam-China Relations

Abstract: In 2020, Vietnam and China celebrated 70 years of
diplomatic relations. The relationship between Vietnam-China has
been rather hostile until the extent of a breakdown in the diplomatic
relations (in 1979, when China tried to invade Vietnam in a border
war). After the normalization in 1991, the bilateral relationship has
been largely improved. However, there are still many potential
uncertainties in the diplomatic relations despite of the similarities
in terms of economic, political and cultural institutions between
Vietnam and China. In addition, there is still high possibility for
another diplomatic breakdown given the unsolved disputes of
maritime territorial sovereignty. Among the maritime boundary
disputes that happened recently are the China illegally moved of
their HD 981 oil and gas drilling rig to the exclusive economic zone,
continental shelf of Vietnam in 2014 and the use of Haiyang Dizhi 8 to
survey the resource-rich waters within Vietnam’s exclusive economic
zone in 2019. These events have caused strong social reactions
from Vietnam towards China such as large-scaled protests. Thus,
this study focuses on the factor after the normalization, especially
after the submission of China’s diplomatic note with a U-shaped line
map to the United Nations to protest against the joint submission
of Vietnam and Malaysia on continental shelf extended beyond
200 miles in 2009. The study compares different interpretation of
the two countries on the South China Sea issue in order to provide
better understanding and as a basis for initial recommendation that
facilitate the healthy growth and development of the Vietnam-China
relations.
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