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Abstract: Tensions between the Chinese house churches and the
government have lingered over the issue of whether churches
participate in the three-self patriotic movement or register through
the two national councils. Previous studies have tried to explore
the development of Chinese Christianity from the perspectives
of changing religious policy and social structure, while this essay
suggests that the internal state of the faith community should also
be considered. From a sociological perspective, religion is considered
part of civil society, which is outside of the individuals but does
not belong to the government either. Nevertheless, civil society in
China is a very ambiguous concept. Due to its particular cultural
background and historical development, the concept of “public” in
China is different from the West. With stability the prime concern,
the state naturally wants to maintain the tradition of dominance
over religion. However, the unregistered churches have provided an
example of building up a community in the emerging civil society in
China. This is both a challenge to the power of the regime, but also an
example of building up a community in the democratization in China.
From the contemporary theologian Jiirgen Moltmann’s European
experience, it could be seen as a choice between control and trust.
With this concern Hong Kong scholar Kwok Wai-Luen believes that
his ecclesiology is highly relevant for the contemporary Chinese
situation. This essay explores how the Chinese churches under
pressure have reflected Moltmann’s model of the Exodus church. Their
martyr complex has provided the believers an asistance to sustain in
an adverse environment. Further investigations are needed to furnish
an integrated study of the internal state and the theological thinking
of the Chinese churches in relation to their socio-political situation.
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martyr complex
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